
 

 

2025 Winter Championships Ramblings from the Meet Referee. 
 

Hello Swimmers and Officials. 

First of all, thank you to the Officials who helped make the Winter Championships such a success: 

Pauline Samson, Recorder; Alex Branch, Referee & Starter; Neville Snook, Starter; Katherine Daft, Chief 

Time Keeper; Loriee Snook, Check Starter; and the following working as IOT and JOS: Ray and Kylie 

Woods, Mendelt Tillema, Tony Forman, Bill Woodworth, Auro Ameida, Steve Richards. 

 

We are always looking for people to train as Technical Officials and quite often the reason “I want to 

compete” is heard.  Well, 6 of the officials above, worked as officials between their respective swimming 

events and most won medals – it is not hard, just requires a bit of organization and you can contribute to 

your team and the efficient running of the event. The more officials the better. 

 

Secondly, thank you to all the people who helped out with Timekeeping - The one job we can’t do without 

- everyone did their respective job with good grace and professionalism. 

 

Last, but not least, thank you to all competitors for doing your best and making my job easier. 

 

A couple of items that will help with the conduct of future meets : 

 

We had to DQ a relay team for obstructing another swimmer - from the swimming rules. 

 

SW 10.14 Any swimmer having finished their distance in a relay event must leave the pool as soon as 

possible without obstructing any other swimmer who has not yet finished his race. Otherwise the 

swimmer committing the fault, or their relay team, shall be disqualified. 

Clarification: If a swimmer believes they cannot safely leave the pool they may stay in their lane until the last 

swimmer of the team has completed the race. A swimmer remaining in the water shall move a short distance 

away from the end of the pool, close to the lane rope but shall not obstruct another swimmer in another lane. 

 

Once you have completed your relay leg, move away from the timing pads and hang on the lane rope or 

exit the pool without interfering with other swimmers.  If you are the last swimmer in the relay you must 

remain in your lane until the ref whistles you to clear the pool. 

 

Individual swims - Please remain in your lane, clear of the timing pad until the ref whistles you to clear the 

pool.  Please clear the pool in a timely manner - we lost valuable time with people taking considerable time 

to move out of the pool. We will advise if we are starting ‘over the top’ – in that case, move away from the 

wall and hang on the lane rope about a metre out from the wall.  Once the next heat has started, move 

quickly to clear the pool. 

 

We had one DQ in Breaststroke - from the swimming rules: 

 

SW 7.6   At each turn and at the finish of the race, the touch shall be made with both hands separated and 

simultaneously at, above, or below the water level. ……. 

 

Please ask your coach if you have any questions and remember to practice correct starts, turns and finishes 

at your training sessions – at the championships is not a good time to try and learn something new. 

 

Thanks again  

Ray Brien 

Meet Referee 


