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SANDY BAY SWIMMING CLUB

== A CENTURY
OF SWIMMING

A Sunday Tasmanian Special Feature

HE Sandy Bay Swim-
ming Club was formed
in 1898 and is the
oldest continuous amateur
swimming club in Australia.

There are few records of the
club’s early years but the
swimmers were based at the
old Sandy Bay Baths. The
baths originally had only
three sides with one side open
to the Derwent River. Other
obstacles encountered by ear-
ly club members included
barnacles, jelly fish, and cold
water.

Regatta swimming was an
important part of the racing

program during the early

period with the Trans-
Derwent described as the
Melbourne Cup of swimming.

The club’s activities were
reduced during World War IT
but swimmers from the club
continued to do well at a state
level.

In the early 1950s most of
the club events were moved to
what is now the Education
Department Pool.

The Hobart Olympic Pool
was opened in 1958.

The club’s swimmers per-
formed strongly throughout
the 1950s and social events
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Masters still in
swim of things

AVING an eight-year-

old zoom past you in

the .pool might not be
great for the ego but masters
swimmer Jan Archer doesn’t
let it concern her too much.

Mrs Archer, 59, is the
oldest swimmer at the Sandy
Bay Swimming Club and
says swimming with some
speedy youngsters is all part
of the fun.

“We get as much joy out of
seeing the younger ones do
well as we do competing
ourselves,” she said.

Mrs Archer said joining the
Sandy Bay masters five years
ago was a homecoming in
many ways.

“I used to swim with Sandy
Bay from 1949 to 1953 so I
wouldn’t even consider swim-
mi_r&g for another club,” she
said.

Mrs Archer said she had
continued swimming for fit-
ness after leaving the club.

She said that when the
masters group formed she
and husband Rod decided to
join up.

“We train four mornings a
week, it’s great for our health
but it was a bit of a shock to
have a coach again,” she said.

“My childhood coach was a
bit of a softie and Margaret
(Neal) has to be quite firm;
she can’t let us get away with
anything the children aren’t
allowed to do.”

Mrs Archer said a more
regimented approach had
certainly helped their swim-
ming.

“We find we need it; if
Margaret isn’t there we find
thg(’iu we're not either,” she
said.

Mrs- Archer said she en-
joyed the masters compe-
titions.

“The masters motto is fun,
fitness and friendship and

that is what it’s really about;
I enjoy the competition but I
still get terribly nervous.”

“I like to do good times but
then it’s nice to go out and
have a counter meal with the
other swimmers.”

Mrs Archer said she had
rekindled many friendships
from her earlier time swim-
ming.

“T've met a lot of people who
used to be swimming when I
was and made a lot of new
friends,” she said.

Mrs Archer said she hoped
to continue swimming for as
long as she could.

“There is one lady on the
mainland who is 100 and still
swims; she wins all of the
medals for her age group,”
she said.

“I am determined to keep
going because it keeps us so
healthy.”
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Masters of the pool: clockwise from
left, Danny Neal, Rod Archer, Glenise
Gale, Carolyn Neal Susan Cure and

Jan Archer.
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including regular picnics
were held.

The 1960s was an-
other excellent decade
for the club with con-
tinued dominance at the

| | statelevel. Club member
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Virginia Cooper became
the first Tasmanian to
win an Australian swim-
ming title.

In the 1970s Glenise
Cure won four national

breaststroke titles and
was named in an Olym-
pic training squad but
lack of facilities meant
she was unable to train
during the winter .and
lost her place in the
squad.

~ Alison De Groot made-

her presence felt at a

national level in the
1980s.
Sandy Bay again

emerged as a swimming
force in the 1990s with

Club pools strong spirit

Beau Mannix and Da-
niel Robinson both win-
ning national medals.

The club spirit con-
tinues and a gala centen-
ary dinner will be held at
the Wrest Point Casino
on November13: -~

Former members in- '

terested in attending the
event should call Mar-
garet Neal on 6234 4625
or 6229 5662.
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An historic

institution

WREST Point Ca-
sino is proud of their
association with the
Sandy Bay Swim-
ming Club.

Market develop-
ment manager Ross
Marshall said spon-
sorship of the club,

and a variety of

other sporting clubs
and events, was one
way of preserving
and enhancing Tas-
mania’s history.

He said the club
was a local insti-
tution with a won-
derful history.

Aiming for
top citizens

ANDY Bay Swim-
ming Club coach
Margaret Neal
isn’t too concerned about
the number of top swim-
mers she produces, its
top citizens that she’s
really after.
Mrs Neal, who has
coached at the club for

more than 30 years, said

she hoped her charges
learned a few life values
when they had finished
their laps.

“I hope they learn
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about responsibility,
committing themselves
to something, following
through and to help
other people,” she said.

“For example, we run
a learn to swim program
for kids whose parents
might otherwise not be
able to afford lessons and
we encourage our swim-
mers to volunteer to
help.”

Mrs Neal said each
member had different
talents.

“Often you get the
most out of kids who are
never going to be great
swimmers but they
make their contribution
in other ways,” she said.

Mrs Neal said swim-
mers could chose how
much they wanted to
train and what they
wanted to achieve.

“Some kids decide
swimming is their top
priority and want to see
how far they can get,
while others are swim-

ming for fitness or
school,” she said.
Mrs Neal said the club

also had a group of mas-
ters swimmers.

“We are one of only a
couple of clubs which has
masters in the same club

as the other swimmers,”
she said. :

Mrs Neal said many of
the masters were par-
ents of swimmers and
everyone trained at the
same time.

“Some of the parents
really like the idea of
swimming with their
kids and most of the kids
enjoy it as well,” she
said.

The club had 10 train-
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ing sessions per week all
year round with breaks
in the June and Septem-
ber school holidays.

“I tell them not to
swim laps during the
breaks because after a
few years you can get
sick of it,” she said.

Mrs Neal said the club
trained at the Clarence
Swim_. Centre and re-
ceived a great deal of
support and help from

centre manager Gary
Kearney.

“Gary has been won-
derful and knows every
member of our club,” she
said.

“The other person who
really needs to be recog-
nised is Christine Man-
nix; she puts so much
‘into the club and works
as well, she really does a
mammoth job.”

Top squad: clockwise
from left, Sam
Shoobridge, Kacy
Mazzini, Laura Barrow,
Craig Smith, Andrew
Horner, Bradley Gale,
Victoria Gale and
Rachael Robinson.




