PLATYPUS PRESS

Edition 16 February 1993

AUSSI Masters Swimming in Tasmania

_What's coming up? - TTE G
M MEETS (OPEN WATER
Febeary 7 Tasmanian Open Water SWM
by TSL The Hobart AUSS] Masters Simmming
: - Chub Ine. is holding its
- | ANNUAL OPEN WATER SWIM at
February 7 Inter club carmival
hosted by New Norfolk EKETTERING ulng ngRUARY 14ih
at New Norfolk pool. X
February 14 Kettering Open Water
- .. Swim,2.5Fm, Southof
Hobart, Hosted by -
Hobart AUISSI Masters.
March 6 AGM AUSSI Tasmania
‘branch at 1.00 pm,
Glenorchy Club Rooms RonB od, (002 43 6746
March 6-7 Tasmauian Branch
o ol AUSSI NATIONALS
hosted 18tk AUSSI National Swin: and Club
mm?%%m Chompionskips
mA Tobe held at Drrwin from 4th May to
LA 8tk May 1993.
ngust Champicnshi Entries close o Sth March 1993,
@ ’ il ws All cutrics are made ﬂamugh Chub
(Brst .. .. . atdviowbsay pool Tes
or second hosted by Laynceston Secrein

weekend) AUSSIqutem




. INZ.

W

yumtil, but NOT after 15th March 1993.

PANPACS ’"“

1993 Pan Fucific Masters Swimming

mmﬂm’k@-’ >

To be held at Hamilton New Zealand,
from 16th April to 176h April 1993,

Entries close 15th February, and Iate
entries (with late fee) can be misde

Eniry forms available from Chub
Secretary, and you nust post there to

Since this titian v kel amistde Anciralis, you
will noed a Nattozal AUSST Regbtr:ﬂm Carificate,

Hable unly from Nationa) AUSSE Office. {The
Club Secretary will get you cne I you ask estjy

Bl

MASTERS GAMES

I?:eilhAWnﬁmnMamrs Gamesx

To be held at Perth, WA, from 24th
April to 2nd May 1993,

Enfries ciose 28th February 1995,

Eniry forms aud enfry cards are
avzilable from your club secretary
(WEkn?) and you must post them :.fi
Perth

", { Onther sports being conducied range from Archery

OFNIASTERS
’I‘heresh]lappm to bealot of

- misinformation about the past roles of

" ‘both FINA and’ MSI in Musters,

Therefore it might be appropriate to
take a few steps back into the past to
look at how the relationship evolved
between the'two bodies,

" Ransom Arthur in the Umted Smes

had a vision for Masters

- which included fiitness, firiendship,

and compefition for the adolt
swimmer. The cancept expanded on 4
scnleneveranhmpated,andsmnmmy

"countries had thousands of Masters,

and switn meets grew from hundreds

" "of participants to thousands.

In Fwope also, thare were z fow
Masterz  within  the established

* | eoough) to Yachting,
A CYNICAL APPROACH ~ amstowr club -'sye-tem,E but il sl
' | nterest in Masters in Hurope is only a
TOFINA'STAKEOVER | fiowi Mo o

In' the 1970’5 and 80’5, Masters

" swimmers had to arganise themselves.

to’ provide the structure for their
movement. FINA were NOT
miermted, nor were the mainstream
swimming fedefations

countries. They were too occupied

© with mainstream swimming and the
 other disciplines, and there was a big

problem with the professmnal coaches
who were swimming with Masters.

Mastars werg delibem:ely kept at amms
length in case they "contaminated”
amateur swimmers,

- As more countries  evolved strong

regional and national competitions and
policies to keep Masters swimmers fit
and swimmting sl year round, it
became clear fhat an umbrella body

ey



was needed  TINA's constitution did
not encompass Masters, so Masters
Swimmng Intemational (MSD) was
constitited i April 1984,

It set as its goals: -

s Uniform rules for Masters.

+ The establishment of Warld

.1, Masters Championships so that

- Masters could enjoy this level of
campetifion and renew friendships.

« =" World Masters Records.

+ World Masters Top Ten

All of thése"wére achieved by MSL
and - they imcluded Guides for the
conduct-of large international events.
Brisbane:1988, for example, had some
4000 competitors and 1500 officials. '

Courses for training Masters Coaches,
and Masters Officials were developed,
and, a -comprehensive set of Rufes,
learned by trial and error, and adapted
to .the. Masteors age group, were
established. «».

FINA' first' became inferested in
Masters in 1984 when two things
occurred:

« * MSI distributed at the Los Angeles
-Olympics the MSI constitufion and
Rules for Masters.

+ New Zealand were to conduct the
first World Masters Champion-
ships and expected 1500

So suddenly, after 14 years of activity,
MSI suddenty had FINA's attention.

MS! compromised and called the New

" Zealand event an Infernational event,

deleting the word "World", and sought
to have tatks with FINA. These tock
place in Pasadena in 1985. Basically
what was agreed at that meeting was
there would be joinf sanctioning of
World Masters Championships by
FINA and MSE, a FINA Masters
Committee would be set up with six of
the twelve memberz gua.mnteed from

'MSL

Steps  were taken by FNA fo
mcorporate  Masiers into . their
constitution, andMasters Tules were
adopied . This activity -culminated
the first' FINA. Masters Congress held
in assotistion with the World elite
championships i Janoary 1991,

It would be naive fto imagine that
FINA  infended this .. working
relationship with MSI 1o last for long.
In fact, T belicve they hoped that
within two years - fe 1987 - after the
signing of the Pasadenz Agreement,
MST would have faded away. Also
that zll the power, fimds and politics
associated with Masters, would be
FINJ’L'S.' i

They set about quite ruthlessly to

« Divide loyalties by attracting key
MSI people over to TFINA

" positions and telling them their
association with MSI was no
longer desirable. The MSI
President was offered in 1988 a
Buresu position an the retirement
of 2 FINA Vice-President, if he did
exactly as he was asked.



» Seek to starve MSI of funds by:
*banning capltatmn and sanction
fees. -

© *actively encowmaging countries

- aguinst afffliation with MSL

= Ensure that persons of influence,
power or experience in MSI were
not appointed to the FINA Masters
Committee vmless they. were
willing to do ds theyy were asked
and become anti-MST.

» Manipulate the appointment of the
FINA Masters Committee by
asking that certain people bhe
nominated or replaced - For
example, the MSI President was
asked in 1988 to nominate a Pale
for the FINA Masters Committee
and to get the USA. to replace their
choice. The USA wete asked this
same question in 1992,

» Shamefully abandon the Pasadens
Apgreement omce it wag widely
circulated by MSI and just four
months  prior to what was
supposed to be a joimtly sanctioned
World Championship. They also

-~ sought fo remove all frace and
reference to MSI from the -event,
even though the vast majority of
swimmers wera affifinted with
MSL : . . :

+ Steal the curemt MSI World
-+ Masters Records list of 1 May
1992 and use it #s a base for the
FINA World Masters Records.
They also declared ownership of
the World Masters Top Ten by
~ gitracting the MST Top Ten

- anthority.
:_‘declsmn however, decided lmﬂatem]ly
“'tb become- solely involved in World

recorder fo FINA aod declaring
him the World Recorder for
Masters. Sponsorship which was
gecured by MSI for the World Top
Ten, one would assume has also
gone to FINA

All this without the courtesy of a
telephone call, meeting, negotintion,
consideration of curent persons doing
the tasks - notliing. FINA has acted
like the football feam who came cnto
the ground in the middle of the play,
and kicked off the ground the team
who devised the game, built the stands
and established the play.

One ray of light in the whole sarry
saga at the FINA Masters Congress
was the number of people representing
and voting on Masiers matters who
were Mastors swimmers. Some FINA,
people appeared upset at MSIs
presenice at that first Congress, and
that some countries had chosen their
Masters people to Tepresent them.
Instead of being pleased at this first
step of mtegration of MSI within
FINA, i seemed to step up FINA'z
attempts to amihilate the existence of
MSI.  Shortly after this Congress,
FINA wiped the Pasadena Agreement,

It has since been brought to our notice
that FINA considered sarlier this year,
witlidrawing - from Masters altogether
because it didn't have fill power or
If made - the opposite

Masters Swims and take control of the

‘World records as outlined above.

BN



MSI made amother move to bring
.dignity and cooperation into play by
requesting a meeting with FINA, so
that a bilateral withdrawal from the
Pasadena Agreement could occur, and
that the World Championships and
World Masters Records could be
handed over to FINA wﬁh the rmpﬂct
they deserved.

In Indianapolis, MSI President, Gary
Stutsel and the late Kevin Kelly met
with the FINA Secretary, Ross Wales
and the FINA Masters Burean Liasor,
Artie Shaw. MSI proposed that
FINA take full contro] of:

1. World Masiers Championships

2. World Masters Records.

3. Masters Technical Swunmmg
tules.

4. MSI cantinue it 2 role to eva.luate
Masters swimmers needs, educate
them, and confioue fo conduct
regional masters events which
FINA. said they had no interest in.

The Tatest news is that FINA will niot
sign this document unless the fourth,
point 15 deleted.

This FINA reply is finther
confirmation that they do not want o
acknowledge the presence of MSI ar
the part MSI has played in the
establishment of Masters. The FINA
proposal is a surender document, and
IdoubtthatMSI'mllstgnltand
gimply vanist away.  Particulardy

when, tHere is no voice for the majority!
of Masters Associations through the

FINA Swimming Federation structure.

In July 1992 FINA amended .its
eonstifution.  to  stafe that “"Each
Member shall acknowledge i its
national rules that FINA is the only
recognised body in the world which
governs Swimming, Diving, Water
Palo, - MASTERS, and” Synchtomsed
Swimming internationally”.

So uniil July this year, there was no
barrier ‘to  another orgapisation
governing Masters at an international
Jevel. There has been no impediment
these .last 30 years to Masters
regulatimg their own affairs nor MSI

_confrolling them for the past nine

years. Now, this sleight of pen is
likely ¢o force an organisation
representing more than 70,000
swimmers to siink away and die.

Why cannot MSI, like LEN, continue
to look after their special arcas and
nterests, and provide valuable fnput
into the decision making of FINA/

" Not all memberz of FINA are at fault,

but if FINA does not move into the
21st Century, all swimmers, not only
Masters swimmers, will suifer.

MSI will swrvive, because it is
administered by cument Masters
swimmers; it is flexible, willing to
compmm:se for the sake of the
swimmers; and because FINA has not
as yet pmwdedavmbla amibonaﬁde
alfernative.” - *°

Glenys McDoznald
MSI Publicity Officer

© November 1092 -



AUSSI MASTERS
MING IN
] TASMANIA (inc)

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

| Notice is hereby given that the
| ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
and ELECTIOCN OF OFFICE
BEARERS of AUSSI MASTERS

SWIMMING in TASMANIA (inc) |
will be held at 1:00 prron Saturday |

Gth March 1993
at
the GLENORCHY FOCTBALL
CLUB ROARD ROOM

NOMINATIONS FOR
OFFICE in AUSSI
TASMANIA

‘Nominations are required for the
positions of

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Regigtrar

Publicity Offfcer
Director of Fitness and Coaching
Recorder
Safety Officer

Nominations must he submiited to the
Public Officer, Trish Beveridge, 21
Wicna Crescent, Miandetta Park,
Devonport, by Friday March 5, 1993.

King George V Oval WE HEREBY NOMINATE

name
REPORTS for the AGM are required |. FOR THE POSITION OF
fram il CLUB SECRETARIES, and
all BRANCH OFFICE BEARERS.
Send them to Hector Beveridge, 21
Wiena Créscent, Miandetta Park, signed.
Devanport, by Fehruary Sth plense.

1.
Are you going to the 2.

I am happy to aceept nomination

Summer and agrel\;[;o carry out the work of|
Championships? the office to the best of my ability.
Details are available from your club
secretary NOW. Entries close on signature .
February 5th. Don't be late! (person nominated)




Tasmanian AUSSI
MEMBERSHIP

I suppose, like me, you wonder how
ouwr membership is going in AUSSI at
the moment,

At the end of 1992, there were 319
members in Tasmama, On Sunday
| 17th Jammary, we had 233 members,

LEVEL 1M
Coaching course.

If you are going to the
Natiopmals in Darwin, then
you could go to the Level
IM Masters coaching cdurse.

More details are- avallable
from your club secretary.

They come from: The course is being run by
Hobart 72 ;jAnita  Killmier (Remember
Talays 50 her  at Devonport?) and
Launceston - 39 promises to be quite good.
New Norfolk 37 '
Devonport 35

S WARMUPS
NEW NORF OLK WHALES
invite you to campete in the mﬂpmlwopmhﬂfaﬂhoweﬂlyfbf
4th Anmual Tnter-Cliub Camival s AUISSL Masters Swimmers to get
New Norfolk Olympic Pool ourselves warmed up.. X
SUNDAY 7the February 1993 No need to say why we need these
9:30 am(9 00 warm-up) I i :

nEntnastobelndgedwﬁlCInb
- JSecretaries on  completed AUSSI
cards.

Entries close Saturday 31st January at
PO Box 471 NEW NORFOLK 7140

Entry foe $5:00

+  Includes pool entry phis 3 events

* (Any stroke over 50m 100m of]
200im)

|Sausage sizzle and Hamburgers will
be available!

1. Keep to the loft of the bleck line as
you plough down the lane,

2. Choose a lane with people who are
just as strong as yourself. (Big
strong  butterfliers don't splash
litile old ladies)

3. Practice your backsfroke very

" carefullyl No crashes. during the

warmups! .

4. Practice starts and tums at home -

not. in the crowded lanes during

warmupl

PR T T




Bits and Pieces...

Glppsland AUSSL Vlctona, hold 2

 "Sanna Swim" (1 kM and 3 kM) in,

. aman made heated Iake (discharge
water from a power station) at
Hazelwood Pondage, each year,

_ Swimmers emerge lopking pretty dirty,
but there’s only one shower room
at the Tocal yacht.club so the room
it -clearly omarked “umisex
showers".

Males are allowed in "topless” ... but
we're not sure sbout the females ...
the mind hoggles! But, there
always sppear to be more male
entries than female!!!

X kE¥ ¥
Apologies and congratalations to the
. following teams who broke recards in
the Postal relgy competition, and were
missed ont in the Iast issus.

4x50 Womens Medley 240+ <
"alays Masters 4:27.56

Dot Ammstrong, Maureen Pepper, Naxt
Lewis, and Pam Brereion -

4x25 Mixed Medley 240+

Hobart Masters 1:38.22

Bill Stewart, John Isles Tina Smit,
IanCth

PLATYPUS PRESS iz edited and
published by Ron Bloomfield, PO
Box 395, ROSNY PARK, Tasmenia
7018, on behalf of AUSSI Masters

DARE

1t's not the eritic that counts

gor the one that points out how the strong
person stumbles,

orwhether the doer of deeds
could have done them better.
The credit belongs fo the oue

who is actually in the arens; Who's face is
marred by dust

and sweat and blood;

‘Wh strives valiantly,

Who cars and often comes up short
again and again;

Who knows the great enthusiasms
mdth:grmdwotzonsof
spcudmgomlfmamﬁhym
Andwho.ifatbcst‘iﬁﬁicmd

kunows ﬂlemumph ofhlghﬁﬁumnand
achievements,

And who, at worst, if they fail,
gt least fait ‘while daring greatly
so that their soul shall neverbe

with the cold and timid one ;.

who knows neither victory nor defeat

Couriesy: SA Branch Nowsleiter

Swimmingin'[‘asmenialneorporated.




